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ELIZABETH EATON

Dear friends in Christ,

All around us, we see signs of God'’s love and
goodness. A person who has stepped away

from church for many years steps back into a
congregation, feeling the call of the Holy Spirit.
Young adults feeling isolated in a digital-first
world start gathering in person in a small group,
enjoying the warmth of a hug and a new friend
asking about their week. A mother plants a
garden, and it yields fruits and vegetables,
giving her nutritious food for her kids and extra
produce to sell at the local market. Everywhere
we look, we see signs of Christ’s love. In Psalm
93, we read: “More majestic than the thunders of
mighty waters, more majestic than the waves of
the sea, majestic on high is the Lord! Your decrees
are very sure; holiness befits your house, O Lord,
forevermore” (4-5).

God'’s love is a majestic thing, and it moves us
to share it in word and deed. The ministries

of our congregations, our synods and the

ELCA churchwide organization are all working
together to share God’s love with people in our
neighborhoods, across our country and around
the world.

| am so grateful for you, dear church. Your
generosity to each of these three expressions of
the church — your congregation, your synod and
the churchwide organization — has bolstered the
church’s ability to share the message of God's love
to people who are longing for it. Through your

““More majestic than the thunders
of mighty waters, more majestic
than the waves of the sea,
majestic on high is the Lord!
Your decrees are very sure;
holiness befits your house, O

Lord, forevermore.”?
—Psalm 93:4-5

financial resources, your time volunteering and
accompanying others, and your voices, you've
helped carry this message of God’s majestic love.
Thank you, dear church. As we look ahead to the
coming year, | encourage you to stand steadfast in
God's promises, sure of God’s love and goodness.

M;,MZ.M*

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America



ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

OPENING LITURGY

Confident in God's generosity and gathered Now Thank We All Our God

into one by the Holy Spirit, let us praise God

and give thanks ... 0 e - -
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God, we praise you and give you thanks. | Now thank we all our God  with hearts and hands and voic - es,
2 Oh, may this boun-teous God through all our life be near us,

You are good, and your mercy 3 Al praite and thanks to God  the Fa- ther now be giv - en,
endures forever.
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You gave us a garden with good foodtoeat. =F

H 3 : who won-drous things has  done, in whom this world re - joic - es;
We praise you for food that nourishes us with ev - er joy - ful hearts and bless - ed peace to cheer us,
the Son, and Spir - it  blest, who reign in high-est heav - en,
You rescued your people from slavery. " -
We praise you for freedom. W
L  ——
who, from our moth-ers’ arms, has blest us on our way
You gave us prophets to correct, rebuke and keep us all in grace, and guide us when per - plexed,
and encourage us the one e - ter - nal God, whom earth and heav’'n a - dore;
We bless you for your justice and mercy. 0 , , ,
1 | [N 1 1 1 1 } |l { i N |
7 ! 11 ; = 1 }
You gave us your Son, Jesus, to love, with count-less gifts of love, and still is ours to - day
redeem and save us. and free us from all harm in  this world and the next.
. . for thus it was, is now, and shall be ev - er - more
We praise you for his death and

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 840
Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Cathering Winkworth, 1827-1878
Music: NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT, Johann Criger, 1598-1662

resurrection.

You gave us your Holy Spirit to be our
Advocate and Comforter.

We bless you for the gifts of every
tribe and nation.

Strengthen your church with every
spiritual gift

and commission us again to be your
servant people.

Multiply in us the fruit of the spirit:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness Let us pray.
and self-control. Gracious God, you are the giver of every good gift. Bless us with all

that we need for ministry in your name, that we might be a blessing

Send us in your love and mercy, to others. In the name of the one who broke bread and fed the

that the world may know you and multitudes, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
praise you. Amen.



Annual Congregational Council Minutes
January 28, 2024

The meeting was called to order by President Rick Lottig

Rick, as out-going president called for a motion to accept the minutes from the
previous annual meeting which was moved and seconded and approved.

30 voting members of the church were attending in person or via zoom which
provided a voting quorum.

Rick Lottig presented his President's report. He started by recognizing our members as
outstanding. He expressed his appreciation especially to Pastor Lily in the many ways
she positively impacts our congregation as well as Rebecca's contributions to the
fostering of our church ministry as our Director of Children, Youth, and Family. Her
organization and involvement demonstrates a dedicated work ethic. Kristi Reierson
whose countless unpaid volunteer hours have provided insight and focus in nearly
every aspect of our ministry here. He encouraged more members to get involved with

acts of volunteerism.

Rick thanked outgoing members Karen Martinez and Susie Schaid for their three
years of service to the Council. Rick is also concluding his term on Council.

Pastor Lily's report started with her history at Faith beginning as a Vicar in 2019. Her
report was uplifting and hopeful citing the wonderful programs offered here and also a
number of community outreach projects that were successfully achieved. She did,
however, issue a message to our members to face the challenges ahead in terms of
"stretching the dollar". She concluded with a plea to open our hearts to more giving as
well as church involvement.

The treasurer's report was addressed by Kristi who explained the "Mission Investment
Plan" which unfortunately has our finances around a $46,000 deficit. She explained
the budget plan designed by Chad Roehl with her guidance and areas that the Council
trimmed including: 1. Reduce Benevolence to $5000, 2. Reduce supply pastor to
$1,020, 3. Offer the church newsletter online only with the option of buying a modest
subscription to those who request to have it mailed, 4. Eliminate the repainting of the

bathrooms and east entrance floors.



Committee Reports
The other reports can be found in more detail, in the 2023 Annual Report packet.

These annual reports include: Community Care (Laurie Collins) Learning Committee
and also Community Events as well as RIC (Rebecca Roehl), Property Committee
(Larry Volbrecht), Stewardship Committee, (Mike Sheen), Worship Committee, as

well as the WELCA report (Krist Reierson).

New Business:
Rick reported that two new members will be added to Council this year and include:

Tracy Volbrecht and Bill Lyon.

After any final questions regarding the Mission Investment Plan was discussed, a
motion was made to accept this budget which was second and unanimously approved.

The recent after church informal meeting with interested members was well received
with a number of questions and ideas. These ideas and more are listed in the Council
report from January 22, 2024 and are available to any member. It has been suggested
that more congregational meetings would be valuable to keep members apprised of
church concerns to increase transparency and encourage more involvement.

There was a well deserved round of applause for outgoing President Rick Lottig to
honor his countless volunteer hours and leadership.

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectively Submitted Outgoing Council Secretary, Susie Schaid



President’s Report

As many of you know I consider Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church members as my
family. Just like our families at home our church family continues to change as we
create a place for growth for our members and employees. Change is always met with
uncertainty, but as has been in the past Pastor Lily has continued to lead with a
positive attitude as our church family has met the changes of 2024.

Pastor Lily is such a blessing to our church family. She guides with her Faith,
Compassion and Love and this is reflected in our congregation. Pastor Lily has taken
on additional work and time to continue to give thought provoking sermons, continued
learning opportunities for our children and consultation to our members. She has taken
on additional work and continued to create a positive and loving church community. If
you haven’t lately, please take a moment to thank her for all she does.

With Rebecca stepping down as our Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministry
Leader to contribute her care to the children in our community in a different role, we
thank her for the time and work she has given to Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church.
We support her growth, and we know she will continue to show God’s kindness and
love outside of our church walls as she has been called.

I also want to take the time to thank those who gave their time to council and are
ending their terms over in the past year. Laurie Collins, Dan Christensen, Gail
Connelly and Kristi Reierson have shared their knowledge and commitment. The time
and commitment from these church family members has been invaluable. Thank you.

With grace our church family continues to work to find our way through these
changes, learn from them and continue with the growing, supportive atmosphere we
have been blessed with at Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church. As we move into 2025,
I look forward to watching our family grow and change together. Sharing God’s love
with each other and finding ways to share that love. If you have an area you can
participate more fully in our church family, we are always open to helping you grow
in faith through new ideas and volunteer opportunities.



Thank you to all our Faith Family. Your love, support and faith is what makes our
family a place of joy, warmth and friendliness. I’m looking forward to additional
changes in 2025 and watching the growth of our church family in God’s Love.

God’s Love to All,
Tracy Volbrecht

Vice President



Pastor’s Report

I am honored to continue learning and growing with Faith. Each year brings new
challenges and continued joy. As far as transitions are concerned, this year has been
quite the year of it. It has felt like a heavy year. We have lost many loved ones, we
have had employee changes, we have had many health scares and still we have

experienced God’s abundance.

This summer was quite meaningful for me. I was able to chaperone on a trip with the
young people to New Orleans for the Youth Gathering. Most other pastors have
memories of a “call” story from the Gathering, and this just happened to be my first
one. Experiencing this with some of my old confirmation students and newer youth
that have become members to our church was powerful and gave me an opportunity to
grow in my faith in new ways too. As well as it allowed me to spend time with some
incredible students and an equally incredible Director of Children, Youth and Family

Ministries.

In 2024 we showed resilience, we gained perspective, we have become more and
more creative. We shall celebrate and continue to do the good work.

Please do look at the wonderful work of our committees in their reports shared on the
following pages. Did you know we had so many events happening? Did you know we
welcomed so many new families this year? Have you introduced yourself to people

you haven't met yet?

Going into 2025 we all need to, myself included, communicate more and find what
ways of communication work for us. Many things have become online, and now it
seems mass communication and digital connections are seeming more and more
overwhelming... and people aren’t looking in all of the places for church news. Do we
need to put more money in the budget for stamps again? When was the last time you
looked at our newsletter? As we reframe and refine the work within the church, look
forward to more changes. Stay tuned and reach out for how you can help. All hands in
for this next year together, so let’s jump in and leave nothing and no one behind.

Pastor Lily Brellenthin
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PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE CONGREGATION 2024
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church

Baptized Confirmed
Members  Members

Membership at the end of 2023 127 156
Members received in 2024
By Baptism 8 0
By Transfer 3 3
By Affirmation 21 21
Member received by Confirmation 0 6
Members removed in 2024
By Death 2 2
By Transfer 0 0
Moved (no transfer) 0 0
Members removed by inactivity 1 1
statistical adjustment or other reasons
156 183

Memberships at the end of 2024

Average weekly Sunday attendance in 2024 - 45

(This number includes in person and virtual)

Average weekly Wednesday Evening attendance in 2024 - 26
(January-May, September-December)

Ash Wednesday - 62 (in person)

Maundy Thursday - 39 (31 person, 8 virtual)
Good Friday - 32 (31 person, 1 virtual)
Easter - 90 (87 person, 3 virtual)

Christmas Eve - 87 (86 person, 1 virtual)

Members Removed by Death
Karla Tildahl 04/07/2024
Frank Andersen 07/14/2024

Confirmation - 10/27/2024

Trentyn Gibbs

Franchezka Hardt

(member at Christ Lutheran in Sharon)
Josef Krusinski

Emma Roehl

Samuel Sheen

Chase Wilson



Audit Committee Report

The Treasurer, Finance Committee and new accountant are reviewing the church’s
records and refining some bookkeeping techniques. An audit from 2023 and 2024 will
be completed as soon as this task of updating and cleaning up takes place.

Community Events Annual Report

In the spring we held two very successful events (Chili Fest and High Tea) to raise
money for the youth gathering. Stay tuned for more information about our next event
to support our youth going on a mission trip to Blue Ridge Mountains, North Carolina,

this summer.

Congregational Care Committee Report

This committee walked us through the pandemic and the hurdles of reopening the
church due to the viruses at play. At this point this committee will cease to continue.
Caregiver Appreciation Sunday, Dementia Awareness Month and other connections
with the county will continue through other committees as they see fit.

Reconciling in Christ Report

The RIC Core Group has taken a year to focus in and rest in order to keep doing the
good work of making our church a more inclusive and affirming place. Individuals
have been working with other committees to refine our focus making small,
meaningful updates and changes when able.
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Stewardship Committee Report

The church council stood in as the committee this year. The month of October
involved hiring a new accountant. Then in November we started updating procedures.
We continue to encourage all members, those seeking membership and connection to
Faith to share their time and talents in all ways possible within the church and
community. During the month of November a couple council members shared “temple
talks” at the beginning of worship. Each shared a bit about their time at this church
and their passion towards continuing the ministry here. Pledge forms were collected,
and we look forward to growing our funds and sharing our gifts even more in 2025.

Plans towards making online giving even easier are also being perfected with our

accountant.

WELCA Report

Despite not meeting formally as an organization, the Women of ELCA (WELCA) at
Faith Lutheran continued their efforts in faithful ways. Women continued to be
faithful stewards in collecting Daniels Foods receipts which allowed WELCA the
resources to continue their ministry. The ‘Faith Sew-ers’ (Quilters) made large and
small quilts which were given to local organizations and LWR (Lutheran World
Relief). Women continue to bless us with prayer shawls and blankets. They also made
and filled Christmas stockings for first-grade students at Walworth Elementary School
during the Village of Walworth tree lighting event. WELCA also provided resources
for special needs throughout the year including sponsoring the supplies of our AED in

our gathering space.
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Finance Committee Report

Chair: Michael Sheen
Council Liaison: Michael Sheen

Committee Members: Bill Clark, Chad Roehl, Jeff Cismoski, Tracey Scott, Dan
Christensen, Michael Sheen

Summary/Highlights of the Year:
The Finance Committee physically met twice in 2024 and also met virtually as well
providing recommendations to the council on the following items:
1) Supporting the hiring of a new accountant, Pat Romenesko.
2) Transitioning accounting software from Shepherd’s Staff to Quickbooks.
3) At the maturity of the ELCA Mission Investment Fund the funds, $108,905
should be transferred to the church’s checking account. A decision of what to

do with the funds will be made in 2025.

All recommendations were approved by the Council.
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Learning Committee Report

Chair: Pastor Lily
Council Liaison: Tracy Volbrecht
Committee Members: Penny Gruetzmacher, Liz Hemmerich, Angie Kynell, Barb

Nordmeyer, Barb Weborg, Rebecca Roehl

Summary/Highlights of the Year:
January: Parents and youth helped the Event Committee hosted a Chili Fest

February: Annual Faith Formation Program - “Miracles of Jesus”,
Confirmation students attended Quake with Pastor Lily in Wisconsin Dells
March: Faith Formation Passion reading at Palm Sunday worship
May: Faith Formation Family Picnic/Bible Trivia to end the year
June: VBS was held and led by Rebecca Roehl at Faith
July: 8 youth and 2 chaperones attended ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans.
August: Food, Fun, and Friends day, Back to School with God Sunday
September: Faith Formation Kick-off Picnic (4 new non-member families connected

on Wednesdays), Bibles given to students

October: Affirmation of Baptism for 7 students

November: Confirmation Retreat at Lutherdale

December: Live Nativity, CHAOS Christmas Connection Gathering

Monthly Happenings:
e Wine and Word meets the first Tuesday of each month.

e Lunch Bunch continues to meet for food, meaningful connections and

occasional speakers
e CHAOS High School Youth Group has met monthly, briefly for breakfast and

chatting. We have settled on the 1st Tuesday of the month breakfast at 7:10 for

this school year.
e Over the Summer there was a “S’More Time with Christ” fire pit worship each

month

Goals/Plans for Next Year:
To continue to grow in our faith, learn with others, love God and all people.

To continue to provide purposeful Wednesday evening faith formation/confirmation

and worship experiences.
15



There have been many transitions this year. In the meantime Pastor Lily has been

working extremely hard to keep programs running. Volunteers have taken on
additional responsibilities, things have simplified and people keep showing up

because God is good.

Submitted by: Pastor Lily
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Property Committee Report

Chair: Larry Volbrecht
Council Liaison: Jim Newman
Committee Members: Rick Lottig

Summary/Highlights of the Year:

In 2024, significant repairs were completed to improve the building, including fascia
repair to address wind damage and the installation of an automatic door opener,
making the church more accessible for everyone.

The congregation came together for numerous impactful projects and volunteer
efforts. Members generously contributed their time, skills and financial assistance to
enhance the church and its surroundings through activities such as tree trimming, lawn
care, general maintenance, and deep cleaning both inside and outside the building.
Volunteers also beautified the grounds by planting flowers, bushes, and maintaining

the garden.

Goals/Plans for Next Year:

We’re gearing up for an exciting year of improvements to our church and need your
help to bring these plans to life! Your time, skills, and enthusiasm are invaluable in

making these projects a success.

Together, let’s make 2025 a year of meaningful progress for our church!
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Worship Committee Report

Chair: Kristi Reierson
Council Liaison: Kristi Reierson and Pastor Lily
Committee Members: Gail Nelson, Barb Weborg, Rachel West

Summary/Highlights of the Year:
The Worship Committee met monthly to plan a variety of worship experiences for this
Faith community and beyond. Here are some of this year’s highlights:

e “Making a Way Out of No Way” was the theme during the Lenten season. We
walked through Lent with Isaiah 43:19 as a guide. “I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert.” We navigated this time with the trust and
hope that God is not finished with us just yet. We ended the season with
writing our hopes on paper doves that were placed in the sanctuary.

e In October, we celebrated the Reformation with hearing about the Bold Women
of Faith and their stories that are so quickly silenced. All Saints Sunday in
November commemorated those who were lost during this year.

e At the start of Advent for the second year in a row we have started the season
with a special candlelight service with our family worship on the first
Wednesday of December.

e We continue our tradition of the drive-thru Live Nativity featuring many of the
youth of the congregation and adult vocalists. We had a lovely Christmas Eve
service with candle lighting, and a lessons and carols service.

e Rachel West has gathered a church choir together again— post pandemic that has
shared a couple pieces throughout the year.

e In 2024 we have had 7 baptisms and have welcomed 8 new family units with a

total of 24 people, how incredible!

A special note of thanks and praise goes out to the following individuals for the
blessings of their gifts to Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church:

& Gail Nelson, Barb Weborg, Kristi Reierson, and Rachel West —even in a
particularly hard year with much loss, and illness— they continue to show up
with support, patience and care, making sure worship keeps happening at Faith.

& The musicians— Tom Stanfield, Rachel West, Rochelle Freymiller, Barb
Weborg, Bob Ball and Peter Kahl- who continue to faithfully share their gifts of
music with this church with a smile on and a heart to share in God's love all

around.
18



& The numerous volunteers who assisted with worship set-up: those who served
as readers and ushers; those who baked the bread, set up and served
communion; and those who operated the projector clicker. Your contributions
every year are invaluable, so greatly appreciated and needed.

& All the lay leaders that helped lead worship, guide the pulpit supply and
welcome our guests— thank you for sharing your testimony and bringing the

presence of God near.

Goals/Plans for Next Year:
We plan to keep providing meaningful worship. We plan to keep changing things up

and returning to the “why”.

Conversation has begun in different circles about potentially changing the time of the
Christmas Eve Service to 4 pm to assist in holiday planning. More of our community
could attend if the drive there wasn’t in the dark. The possibility of changing the time
of the Sunday morning worship to 9:30 am was brought up. Based on member
feedback some members are moving slower in the morning. We are just in the early
conversations, looking to continue making this faith community more accessible in

this ever changing world.

Submitted by: Pastor Lily
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2024 Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church Treasurer’s Report
and the 2025 Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church Budget

Hello fellow Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church members!

The following document outlines the 2024 Treasurer's Report for the Church and
presents the Council Approved budget for 2025. This report aims to provide an
overview of our financial status, including income, expenditures, and significant
financial activities over the past year. Additionally, the proposed budget for 2025
reflects our strategic financial planning for the upcoming year.

In summary, 2024 contributions exceeded expenses (bills) by $23,000.

In 2025 we are budgeting for a $46,000 shortfall; expenses exceeding
contributions.

To be noted there were significant changes in 2024 as we transitioned to a new
accounting firm, new accounting software, and liquidated over $108,000 from the
Mission Investment Fund (MIF) due to the maturation of the investment’s term.

In 2024 we budgeted that the Church’s bills would exceed income (contributions) by

$59,000, however contributions and the specific/memorials actually exceeded bills by
$23,000. This was due to generous increase in contributions and a decrease in actual

bills versus budgeted bills.

In 2025 we budget that the Church’s bills will exceed contributions, by $46,000.
Several reasons for that exist:

Contributions

Pledged and unpledged contributions by its members is budgeted to be down by
$24,000 from 2024, as well as an additional budgeted $19,000 decrease in

specific/memorials.

20



Bills

The Church no longer employs a Director of Children and Youth, however the
Pastor’s salary and housing costs have increased as well as the Administrative
Assistant’s hourly wage has increased to $20 and her weekly hours have increased to a
maximum of twenty hours per week. The Custodian, Larry Volbrecht continues to
generously volunteer his time. With the hiring of a new accountant the Church’s
annual cost to the church has increased by $2,400 to $4,800.

Very recently the gathering space furnace has resulted in an $8,000 increase in
Building Operations Costs. Previously the Church has been fortunate that snow
plowing service has essentially been donated. The Church now has to employ a

contractor at an estimated cost of $1,200 annually.

The Council is hopeful that the members of the Church will again be able to exceed
expectations in contributions as well as be able to keep its bills below the budgeted
amount, without a loss of services to the members of the Church.

The 2024 Treasurer's Report and the proposed 2025 budget reflect Faith Evangelical
Lutheran Church's commitment to financial responsibility, growth, and community
service. By carefully managing our resources and strategically planning for the future,
we aim to continue our mission and expand our impact in the years to come. We
express our deepest gratitude to the congregation for their unwavering support and
generosity, which make all our endeavors possible.

Thank you for your attention to this report and budget proposal. We look forward to
your feedback and continued support as we work together to fulfill our mission.

Faithfully,

Mike Sheen

Treasurer, Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church

21
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