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Dear friends in Christ,

We have seen many changes throughout the years 
and throughout the world. Sometimes we’ve been 
left yearning for the days when things didn’t feel so 
complicated. Other times, we have seen something 
new happen and have asked, “Why did this take 
so long?” The church has been through its own 
changes as well. Some of these have left us wishing 
for simpler times while others have us waiting for 
even more to come about. 

But, dear church, God still is unchanging. God’s 
love is still the foundation on which the church 
was built. While we have seen many changes, 
both in the world and at the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, the eternal love of God and 
the good news that dwells with Christ’s death and 
resurrection continue to provide hope for everyone. 
This is why our mission remains steadfast, whether 
that is through our traditional mission work in 
places near and far or from new ventures and 
visions that encourage us to think of different ways 
to reach even more people. 
The writer of Hebrews reminds us: “Do not neglect 
to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God” (13:16). That could 
not be truer in the work we have been doing in 
each expression of the church. Your gifts continue 
to benefit the good work of spreading the good 
news throughout your communities, your synods 
and the whole church. We are all answering the call 
to continue to do good work with the help of your 
support, whether that is through your resources, 
your time or your talents.

(Hebrews 13:16).

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
 

I am grateful for your generous support of each

expression of the church. God calls all of us to

continue to do the good work, and you continue to

answer that call. We also continue to join you in that
call and will remain true to looking toward God’s

unchanging promise. There is still much change 
and learning that will come before us, but God’s

steadfast love energizes us for the work God is still

doing in the world through this church. 

In Christ,

A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDING BISHOP
                                    ELIZABETH EATON

“Do not neglect to do good and
to share what you have, for such
 sacrifices are pleasing to God ”
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Recognizing that our faith is a living, busy,
active and mighty thing, may the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with each of you. 
And also with you. 
Teach us to love you with all our heart, soul,
mind and strength. 
Receive our prayer, O God.
Descend on our hearts, that we may love
others in the ways Jesus loves us. 
Receive our prayer, O God.
Empower us to be enthusiastic in pursuing
your vision for our congregation. 
Receive our prayer, O God.
Move us to engage issues in our community
in Christlike ways, and to pursue deep and
authentic relationships with those with
whom we serve and partner.
Receive our prayer, O God.
Strengthen us to face the barriers we
encounter in doing your work, learning to
work with others amid disagreement.
Receive our prayer, O God.
Give us the ability to adapt to the cultural,
economic and social changes that occur in
the neighborhoods we serve. 
Receive our prayer, O God.
Guide us to be a healthy congregation that
learns from its failures as well as its
successes and offers wisdom to others. 
Receive our prayer, O God.
As we strive to become the church that we
proclaim to be, raise up leaders who focus 
on the gospel of freedom, forgiveness and
reconciliation as given to us through God’s
indescribable act of love in the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Renew us daily 
in our baptism, that we may discover vitality
in our relationships with you, each other 
and those we serve in the world.
Amen.

Text: George Croly, 1780-1860
Music: MORECAMBE, Frederick C. Atkinson, 1841-1897
Text and music are in the public domain. Reproduced from Evangelical Lutheran
Worship, hymn #800. May be reproduced without restriction.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
                                   OPENING LITURGY
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

January 29, 2023

10 a.m.

CALL TO ORDER

OPENING DEVOTIONS

VERIFY QUORUM

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Annual Meeting January 30, 2022

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

PASTOR’S REPORT

CONGREGATIONAL REPORT

TREASURER’S REPORT

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

ELECTION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

PRESENTATION, DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF

2023 MISSION INVESTMENT PLAN

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT
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Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes

January 30, 2022

Tracy Volbrecht opened the meeting with a Litany Devotional.

Minutes from the former meeting were moved, seconded and approved.

29 voting members of the church were attending either in person or by zoom,
and they were a quorum.

Tracy Volbrecht, outgoing Church Council President, presented President's
Report-She thanked the whole congregation for their support and she thanked
the leaders for being willing to deal with financial challenges.

Pastor Lily Brellenthin presented Pastor's Report. She was honored and blessed
to be with us all.

Chad Roehl, due to the absence of Bill Clark, presented Treasurer's Report.
Roehl talked about the 4 year note and discussed various ways that we could
deal with the shortfall in the budget, including taking monies from the 4-year
note. The Treasurer's Report was moved, seconded and approved as presented.
Next was the election of new council members and thanking of outgoing
members. The slate of new members was voted in unanimously, and they are:
Gail Connelly, Rick Lottig, Kristi Reierson, Laurie Collins, and for youth
members, Kelsie and Karlie Kroenig sharing the position. Outgoing members
are: Tracy Volbrecht, Diane Voss, Perry Weborg, and Amanda Bender. Election
of Church Council Officers will take place at their February meeting, which will
be held on Monday, February 21 starting at 7:30 pm.

Next up, was the Furnace and Air Conditioning which needs replacing. Chad
Roehl moved that funds would be removed from Fund A, and that it be pulled to
market value. There will be a capital fundraiser to pay for the Furnace and Air
Conditioning which is in the process of being replaced. It was moved, seconded
and passed to do this.

The meeting closed with prayer from Rebecca Roehl.

Meeting adjourned at 10:28 am.
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Rick Lottig

2022 President’s Report



From where I sit, this has been a great year here at Faith. Is everything

perfect? No. Are there areas for improvement? Always. But all in all I
think our arrow is pointed up, which hasn’t always been the case.

What’s the reason for our positive direction? I think it’s three things – 1)

Pastor Lily, 2) Rebecca, who is the Youth and Family Services Director,

and, and 3) the people of Faith, which includes our members, youth,

children, friends and visitors.

Rachel, Tom and the Praise Team (Rochelle, Barb, Peter and Bob)
provide wonderful music to greatly enhance our worship experience.

Additionally, there are too many to name “behind-the-scenes” people

who give countless hours of their time, talents and resources to try to

make Faith as warm and welcoming as possible.

The Church Council has been wonderful to work with. It is a group of

energetic, dedicated, caring people, willing to take on whatever is before

us. I want to especially recognize and thank the three who are concluding

their 3-year Council terms – Bill Clark, Penny Gruetzmacher and Liz

Hemmerich. Their input, thoughtfulness and willingness to do the job,

whatever it was, has been greatly appreciated. Thank you Bill, Penny and

Liz.

The coming year holds many promises for us here at Faith with many

opportunities to serve God, our church and the community. Please come,

serve in whatever way you are able, and be a part of all of it as much as

possible. I promise that you won’t be disappointed.
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2022 Pastor’s Report



We continue this life together and I am so grateful for how far we
have come and where we are headed. God’s grace is so good to us.

Last year I joined the Annual Meeting via Zoom as I was home with
my family sick with COVID. Then in February we welcomed baby Paulie

and we became a family of four. We missed the entire season of Lent, and

stepped back in for Easter morning. I am still in awe of how you all cared

for us so well while we cared for our newborn. Thank you!

Also while away, in March, I was voted in as a member of the Board
of Directors at Lutherdale Bible Camp, Elkhorn, WI. In May our synod
had its first in person Synod Assembly in years. Then in June and July we

had our typical slower paced life in ministry and had successful “S’more

Time With Christ” Worships out by the firepit. In August I became the

"Conference Dean," I now get to represent smaller churches in our

synod while meeting with the bishop and I lead monthly meetings with

other conference pastors.

In September I had the honor of officiating a funeral within our
space then was also a part of a beautiful funeral mass at St. Benedict’s, I

was reminded of the bigger Body of Christ beyond our walls and

denominations. In September we also had two Baptisms within our

church. In October we celebrated another Affirmation of Baptism

together. In November we officially welcomed two new families into our

church. And later November into December two families transferred into

Faith. This holiday season I was able to visit and connect with more

people and I look forward to more of this as we continue to step out of
the pandemic.

Each year we meet new joys and challenges, and I continue to be
grateful for being on this journey with you.




“We’re all just walking each other home.” – Ram Dass



Pastor Lily Brellenthin
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Confirmations

October 30, 2022
Brody Kynell

Average weekly Sunday attendance in 2022 – 36

(32 in-person worship services, rest were virtual)

Average Wednesday Evening Attendance – 15

(January-May, September-December)

PAROCHIAL REPORT OF THE CONGREGATION 2022

Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church

Ash Wednesday – 26 (23 in-person, rest virtual) Maundy Thursday– 20
Good Friday – 20, Easter– 86 (80 in–person, rest virtual)
Christmas Eve– 67 (62 in-person, rest virtual) Christmas Day– 19

Members                  Members

Membership at the end of 2021                                         122                                 153 

Members received in 2022
By Baptism                                                                                 2                                     0
By Transfer                                                                                6                                     6
By Affirmation                                                                          0                                    0 
Member received by Confirmation                                  1                                     1

Members removed in 2022
By Death                                                                                      2                                     2
By Transfer                                                                                 1                                     1
Moved (no transfer)                                                               5                                     5
Members removed by inactivity,
statistical adjustments or other reasons                      0                                      0

Membership at the end of 2022                                        127                                 157

Members Removed by Death

Shirley Heyer 3/30/2022

Eunice Schaid 12/20/2022

Baptized Confirmed
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Finance Committee Meeting



The finance committee met 11/29/22 to discuss audit procedures. The question was

asked could we simplify the audit? After much discussion and consultation with

Amber our accountant it was decided that our audit procedures are exactly what

they need to be. The following changes/enhancements were recommended:

          2 people shall do the audit this year (Penny should not do the audit since she                   
handles the deposits)
          Starting next year only one person will do the audit with the assistance of the   

treasurer present to answer questions. The person doing the audit should be

recommended by council and elected at the annual meeting.
          Treasurer to sit down with Administrative Assistant to go over filing

procedures to make the audit easier.

On January 12, 2023 the Finance Committee met to set up and finish the 2023

Mission Investment Plan which was forwarded to Council.








9

●

●

●



Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries and Learning

Committee 2022 Annual Report

Director/Committee Chair:
Rebecca Roehl

Council Liaison Member:
Liz Hemmerich
Committee Members:
Tanya Butke
Penny Gruetzmacher
Angie Kynell
Barb Nordmeyer
Barb Weborg
Summary/Highlights of 2022:
Adult Education:
(Adult education at FELC continues to be volunteer led.)

Children, Youth, and Family Education:
(Under the direction of the Director of Children, Youth, and Family
Ministry)

           Faith Formation
                         ●

●

●
●

Our Faith Formation program uses curriculum from

SparkHouse Digital, published by Media 1517. Each

student in our program, 1st grade and up, is gifted an

age-appropriate Bible from FELC to use during class

and at home. 1st-4th graders use the SparkStory Bible

and 5th grade-Confirmation use the Here We Stand

Lutheran Study Bible-NRSV.

Wine and Word continues to meet monthly and is going strong. There

are 8-10 women ordering each book and the group has an average

monthly attendance of 8 members.
Dementia Friendly Church training was held on Sunday, September 18

RIC training was attended by two church members on Saturday,

November 5
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We offer classes based on grade level: preK-K, 1st-2nd,

3rd-4th, and 5th -6th. Four volunteers are required each

week to teach these classes. Each class has a consistent

volunteer thus fostering good relationships between our
students and their teachers. A huge THANK YOU to all our

Faith Formation teachers.
Twenty-seven students from thirteen families are

enrolled in Faith Formation/Confirmation for the 2022-

2023 school year
Starting September 2022 the Wednesday evening Faith

Formation schedule is
     o 5:30pm Meal
     o 6:00pm Class
     o 6:55pm Family Worship
Families and church members take turn preparing,

serving, and cleaning-up the meal each week.
Faithline: Family Faith Formation classes have started

again. Our first class was in November.

Pastor Lily continues to teach Confirmation class. For the
2022-2023 school year we have six seventh grade
students enrolled in Confirmation. This includes one
member of Christ Lutheran Church.
Use the Here We Stand curriculum from Sparkhouse
Brody Kynell was confirmed on October 30, 2022
In October confirmation students attend a worship service
and education time with and served a meal to the
members of Hephatha Lutheran Church in Milwaukee, WI
In November the confirmation class attended an joint
confirmation retreat at Lutherdale Bible Camp with Sugar
Creek Lutheran Church.

●

●

●

●

●

●
●
●

●

Confirmation
               ●
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Vacation Bible School

Food, Fun, and Friends

Children/Youth Programs
               ●

CHAOS High School Youth Group

Other Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministry Activities:

●
●



●
●

●

●
●

●
●

●
●



●

●
●

June 13-17 at St. Benedicts Parish
Many children from our church attended and youth
volunteered for the week
Collaboration between several area churches

July 12 and August 16
Opportunity for children to come together for games,
crafts, service projects, and good summer fun.

Sunday Program on Palm Sunday, April 10 included a

reader’s theater version of the passion and music and

skits from the children.
Celebration Sunday on May 15 included children

involvement in worship and a family meal with outdoor

activities to follow
Backpack Blessing Sunday August 28
Live Nativity on December 11 included six stations

portraying the story of Jesus’ birth

LEAD conference attendance February 26
Free hair cut event for community students in September                
 (co-coordinator)
RIC Training November 5
Meetings and collaboration with other directors of CYFM throughout
the synod

Meets once per month
Four youth and the Director of CYFM went on a mission

trip with YouthWorks and Sugar Creek Lutheran Church to

Logan, WV July 23-29. Several fundraising activities were

held with the cost of this trip
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●
●
●



●

Continue Wine and Word
Provide an Adult Lenten Study opportunity
Provide learning opportunities for the congregation as we move
forward with the RIC process
Resume Social Statements Discussion group

Helped to host monthly Lunch Bunch and weekly Together Time
gatherings
Coordinate display of monthly images of Jesus
Assist as volunteer coordinator for different events throughout the
year
Help with website, Facebook page, and other publicity outlets
Assist with other duties around the church as necessary

Continue current activities for children and youth such as VBS, the
Live Nativity, Sunday programs, and Food Fun and Friends
Continue to offer the youth opportunities for mission trips or to
attend the ELCA Youth Gathering
Work to better advertise and continue to grow our Faith Formation
and Confirmation programs
Better connect with our high school youth and recent high school
graduate
Reconnect with community partners for service opportunities for our
students.

Goals and Plans for 2023
Adult Education

Children, Youth, and Family Education

Respectfully submitted by Rebecca Roehl December 2022

●

●

●

●

●
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The Property Committee

2022 Property Committee Report

Our major expense for building maintenance for 2022 was
installing a new furnace for the sanctuary, and a new air
conditioner for the old sanctuary by 2 Seasons Heating and
Cooling. Thank you all who helped with generous donations. Also
we had two new heaters installed in the restrooms.

Rick Lottig, Brody Kynell and Clay Kynell did a great service

mowing the church property. Thank you. John Schwenn, Rose

Haeni, and numerous others, again did a wonderful job with the

flower beds. John and Rick also kept the trees and bushes pruned.

The garden did not produce as much as the year before, but we will

be trying harder this coming year. All proceeds go to the food

pantry. The committee also put up the community food house in

the front of the church and the community book house on the west

side of the church, for the FF. 

We are always working on a property to-do list of things to be

fixed, replaced or painted. We also have our list of projects that we

would like to do for 2023. The committee would like to install a new

thermostat in the narthex, repair the concrete exterior steps on the

north east end of the church, and repair the bathroom floors in the

upper restrooms. The members of the property committee: Scott

Kovarik, Perry Weborg, John Schwenn, Rick Lottig, Bruce Voss,

Kevin Strehlow, Claude Nelson and Larry Volbrecht. We appreciate

all the people who volunteer to help us take care of this beautiful

church and property. Once again thank you.
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Stewardship Congregational Report 2022

"Serving and working for God on earth does not pay much but His retirement
plan is out of this world!" (unknown)

This year's Stewardship was focused on the many ways congregational
members may interpret and participate in their personal service. We had
a very successful year with these goals in mind. A slightly different
approach seemed to resonate with our members. The following
highlights our year of stewardship together:

"The Feed the Beast" was a term cleverly coined by Tracy Volbrecht
whom I thank for her assistance in this massive effort. An unexpected
need of significant expense emerged when our church's furnace failed.
2 Seasons Heating graciously loaned us a furnace giving us time to try
to raise finances to offset what would be a big drain on our church
budget. We included in this expense air conditioning upstairs where
none had ever existed because it was financially expedient to do so. Our
Pastor, secretary, office supplies, copy machine, and classes that utilized
this area were in great need to make this area useful going forward. With
repeated announcements, a colorful, furnace fund board highlighting
our regular progress and even the silly bucket brigade where people
threw in their loose change allowed us to raise a little over $15,000!

Although the Annual Crop Walk is not a Faith Lutheran Church
stewardship project, I mention this here only to point out our extremely
generous response as an example of another way our members rose to
the occasion.
 

 The first three Sundays in November are usually set aside to talk about

offerings for the coming year, this year we started much earlier. Once

again repeated announcements in different forms in terms of

explanations to increase membership knowledge and understanding of

the imperative need for budgetary planning in the coming church year

was employed. I am pleased to say that not only our letter but also our

user-friendly individual pledge cards were submitted in amazing

numbers compared to recent past years. 
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The following our some broad but hopeful Stewardship goals going
forward into our new church year:

1. Continue to be faithful with your regular offerings absolutely needed to
run our church.
2. Find ways (look in your "Time and Talents") booklet for ideas to serve
and continue a vibrant ministry.
3. Be willing if necessary to step up for the rare unexpected need for
which the yearly budget did not plan for or address.

Respectively submitted by Stewardship Chair Susie Schaid

In addition to offerings, our new "Time and Talents" booklets allowed

everyone to find various ways to serve Faith Lutheran besides fiscally.

Many were able to increase their pledges but it's important to remember,

service encompasses more than offerings and financial gifts.
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Worship Team Annual Report for 2022



The Worship Committee met regularly throughout the year to plan

meaningful worship for all members of Faith Evangelical Lutheran

Church. Here are some of this year’s highlights:

      Following a period of COVID protocols and restrictions, worship
 resumed in a more normal fashion during the first part of the 2022.

During the Lenten season and amidst Pastor Lily’s leave, FELC was

             fortunate to have Pastor Karl Otto serve as pulpit supply several
Sundays. In addition, a mini-cantata was presented, and Faith
Formation students served as worship leaders for the Palm Sunday 

            service.
         The congregation celebrated the dedicated staff of FELC during a

worship service in May. And in June three graduating seniors were
            recognized.
             Summer services included a special Christmas in July service and a
             dedication Sunday for kits and quilts created for Lutheran World
             Relief.
             In the fall, one young man was confirmed on Reformation Sunday.

All Saints Sunday in November commemorated those who were lost
            during this year.

        As we approached the end of 2022, the congregation participated in

the third annual drive-thru Live Nativity featuring many of the       
  youth of the congregation. And holiday worship services included 

             a traditional Christmas Eve service with candle lighting, and two
                special holiday services, The Christmas Journey, a retelling of the
                nativity story and Christ is the Heart of Christmas, a celebration of
                the Advent and Christmas seasons.



A special note of thanks and praise goes out to the following individuals

for the blessings of their gifts to Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church:

        ❖Pastor Lily Brellenthin for her joy and enthusiasm in sharing the
               good news of Christ. Her ministry is a blessing to the worship life
                here at Faith.
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          ❖Gail Nelson, Barb Weborg, and Rachel West -- the faithful
members of the Worship Team who met frequently throughout the

 year to meet the challenge of providing meaningful worship for our
            congregation.
          ❖The musicians -- Tom Stanfield, Rachel West, Rochelle

Freymiller, Barb Weborg, Bob Ball and Peter Kahl-- who faithfully
shared their gifts of music with us in many ways and formats.

  ❖The numerous volunteers who assisted with worship set-up: those
     who served as readers and ushers; those who set up and served

             communion; and those who operated the projector clicker. Your
contributions every year are invaluable and so greatly appreciated.



The Worship Committee is looking forward to continuing to offer

meaningful worship opportunities in the upcoming year.

In Christ,

Kristi Reierson
Worship Team Chair

2022 Worship Team
Chair: Kristi Reierson
Members: Gail Nelson, Barb Weborg, Rachel West
Pastor: Lily Brellenthin
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Congregational Care Committee for 2022

The congregational care committee is a new committee this year at
FELC. The purpose of this committee is to assure the general welfare of
the congregation.

Initially, the committee, along with the assistance of Sue Schaid and Bill
Clark, reviewed the COVID guidelines and made recommendations for
safe changes in the church’s guidelines. Monthly information from the
CDC and Walworth County Public Health Department was reviewed to
determine if changes needed to be made in our current practices.

God’s Work, Our Hands provided us with the opportunity to provide free
haircuts to over 20 students in the Walworth and Big Foot school
districts. A group of amazing volunteers provided snacks, gift bags, and
haircuts. Our committee extends a special thanks to Rachel West and
Lisa Voss for sharing their talents with so many.

The AED in the gathering space is maintained by this committee. The
expired battery and pads were both replaced this year.
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church became a dementia-friendly church,
a certification provided by Walworth County. An environmental audit
was done and changes were made to the church environment to make it
easier for people with memory loss and dementia to navigate. Jake
Sawyers, Dementia specialist, provided an information session attended
by members of the congregation. FELC is the only Dementia-friendly
environment in southern Walworth County.

November was Caregiver Appreciation Month. Gift bags and devotional
books were given to four people who were nominated by members of the
congregation. A special blessing of the caregivers was provided by

Pastor Lily during the Sunday service.

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie Collins
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FELC Women of the ELCA [WELCA] Report

Leader/Chair: Arnell Jorgensen

Council Liaison Member: N/A

Congregation Members(leadership positions):

Gail Nelson, Treasurer; Kristi Reiers0n, Secretary

Summary/Highlights of the Year:

The Women of ELCA (WELCA) at Faith Lutheran continued their efforts
in quiet, but faithful ways. Congregation members continued to be
faithful stewards in collecting Daniels Foods receipts which allowed
WELCA the resources to continue their ministry. The ‘Faith Sew-ers’
(Quilters) made large and small quilts which were given to local
organizations and LWR (Lutheran World Relief). A special appeal during
the Christmas in July celebration brought in many donations which
provided supplies for holiday stockings given to approximately 55
first-grade students at Walworth Elementary School during the Village
of Walworth tree lighting event. Finally, the women of “Together Time”
met again on Wednesdays to enjoy special moments of Christian
fellowship.

Goals/Plans for next year:
The Women of the ELCA (WELCA) hope to continue their ministry of
service to the congregation, to the community and to the world.


Submitted by:Kristi Reierson
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